
ROOT OBSERVATIONS DETAIL - BALLED AND BURLAPPED

ACCEPTABLE REJECTABLE

Root collar.

Roots radiate from trunk and reach side of root ball without

defecting down or around.

Root ball periphery.

Absorbing roots.

Structural

roots.

0
-
2
"

Top of

root

ball.

Point

where top-

most root

emerges

from trunk.

The point where top-most root(s) emerges from the trunk (root collar)

should be within the top 2" of substrate. The root collar and the root

ball interior should be free of defects including circling, kinked,

ascending, and stem girdling roots. Structural roots shall reach the

periphery near the top of the root ball.

Absorbing roots

Structural roots circle and do not radiate

from the trunk.
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Structural root

growing tangent

(parallel) to trunk.

Structural roots

Structural roots primarily grow to one side.

Structural roots missing from one side,

and/or grow tangent to trunk.

Structural roots circle interior of root ball. No

structural roots are horizontal and reach the

root ball periphery near the top of the root

ball.

Structural roots descend into root ball interior.

No structural roots are horizontal and reach the

root ball periphery near the top of the root ball.

Only absorbing roots reach the periphery

near the top of the root ball. Structural

roots mostly wrap or are deflected on the

root ball interior.

Notes:

1- Observations of roots shall occur prior to acceptance. Roots and soil may be removed during the observation process; substrate/soil shall be replaced after the

observations have been completed.

2- See specifications for observation process and requirements.

Structural

root

circling.

SHRUB - UNMODIFIED SOIL

Notes:

1- Shrubs shall be of quality prescribed in the root observations detail and specifications.

2- See specifications for further requirements related to this detail.

Loosened soil.

Dig and turn the soil

to reduce the

compaction to the

area and depth

shown.

3x's widest dimension of root ball.

Rootball.

4" high x 8" wide round - topped soil

berm above root ball surface shall be

constructed around the root ball.

Berm shall begin at root ball periphery.

Prior to mulching, lightly tamp soil

around the root ball in 6" lifts to brace

shrub. Do not over compact. When the

planting hole has been backfilled, pour

water around the root ball to settle the

soil.

4" layer of mulch.

No more than 1" of

mulch on top of

root ball. (See

specifications for

mulch).

Root ball rests on

existing or

recompacted soil.

Slope sides of

loosened soil.

Existing soil.

Finished grade.

Shrub.

SECTION VIEW
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TREE IN POORLY DRAINED SOIL

Root ball surface shall be

positioned to be

one - quarter above finished

grade.

Loosened soil. Dig and turn the

soil to reduce compaction to the

area and depth shown.

Trunk caliper shall

meet ANSI Z60 current

edition for root ball size.

3x widest dimension of root ball.

Bottom of root ball rests on

existing or recompacted soil.

Existing site soil added to

create a smooth transition

from the top of the raised root

ball to the finished grade at a

15% max. slope.

SECTION VIEW

Existing soil.

Original  grade.

Central leader. (See crown

observations detail).

Root ball modified as

required.

 Round-topped

 soil berm 4" high x 8" wide

above root ball surface shall

be constructed around the

root ball. Berm shall begin

at root ball periphery.

Notes:

1- Trees shall be of quality

prescribed in crown

observations and root

observations details and

specifications.

2- See specifications for

further requirements related to

this detail.

4" layer of mulch.

No more than 1" of mulch on

top of root ball. (See

specifications for mulch).

Prior to mulching, lightly tamp

soil around the root ball in 6"

lifts to brace tree. Do not over

compact. When the planting

hole has been backfilled, pour

water around the root ball to

settle the soil.

Finished  grade.
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Existing soil.

Trunk caliper shall

meet ANSI Z60 current

edition for root ball size.

Round-topped soil

 berm 4" high x 8" wide

above root ball surface shall

be centered on the downhill

side of the root ball for 240°.

 Berm shall begin at root ball

periphery.

Original grade.

Bottom of root ball rests on

existing or recompacted soil.

Central leader. (See crown

observations detail).

SECTION VIEW

Original slope should pass

through the point where the

trunk base meets

substrate/soil.

Prior to mulching, lightly tamp

soil around the root ball in 6"

lifts to brace tree. Do not over

compact. When the planting

hole has been backfilled, pour

water around the root ball to

settle the soil.

3x widest dimension of root ball
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Loosened soil. Dig and turn

the soil to reduce the

compaction to the area and

depth shown.

Root ball modified as

required.

4" layer of mulch. No more

than 1" of mulch on

top of root ball. (See

specifications for mulch).

Slope sides of loosened soil.

Notes:

1- Trees shall be of quality

prescribed in crown

observations and root

observations details and

specifications.

2- See specifications for

further requirements related to

this detail.

GROUNDCOVER

E

Q
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E

Q

.

Notes:

1- See planting legend for groundcover species, size, and spacing dimension.

2- Small roots (

1

4

" or less) that grow around, up, or down the root ball periphery are considered a

normal condition in container production and are acceptable however they should be eliminated at the

time of planting. Roots on the periperhy can be removed at the time of planting. (See root ball shaving container detail).

3- Settle soil around root ball of each groundcover prior to mulching.

PLAN

SECTION VIEW

Pavement.

Mulch.

Groundcover plants to be

triangularly spaced.

Existing soil.

Modified soil. Depth varies. (See

specifications for soil modification).

2 - 3" thick layer of mulch.

Finished grade.
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